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Annexure -1

People’s Environment Day Celebration

Declaration
5th June, 2011 at Khegasu —Luhari

Theme of the Day

Hydro Electric Projects- Environment Degradation and Loss of

Livelihoods in Himachal Pradesh.

People environment day was celebrated at Marketing committee Yard-Khekhasu, Luhari district Kullu
HP on 5" June 2011 which was attended by more than 1500 people from all over the State and out

side.

Resolutions Passed:

1.

Need for Sustainable Mode of Development for Himalaya: On the eve of world environment day
we the people of Himalaya are compelled to celebrate the day as a protest against the so called
development initiative imposed by the State under the neo liberal policy regime. The model of
development which is being imposed is extractive in nature and destroying the Himalaya,
weakening its capacity to provide environmental services such as water, fresh air, top soil,
cooling and carbon sinking to South East Asia and globe as a whole. This mega model of
development is destroying our forest, bio-diversity, receding glaciers, disappearing rivers and
forcefully pushing back Himalayan communities (Pahari) by snatching their commons and
handing over it to corporate on which our livelihood is based. Mega Dams, Hydro Electric
Projects, Mining, mega infra-projects and cement industry which are fatally destructive for the
existence of Himalaya are being rapidly established here.

So it is needed for the very existence of civilisation that no such projects and industries should
be established in Himalaya which may destabilise this new mountain formation. Himalaya needs
a new mode of development which shall be in accordance to its geological, geographical,
climatic and bio-diverse ecological situations.

Climate change and disasters: We are facing disasters, pollution, climate change and fast local
weather change, shifting of flora and fauna species, cloud burst, landslide, soil erosion, drought
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and very fast rise of temperature. Glaciers are receding rapidly in the catchments. Habitats
particularly in Kinnaur traditional villages are not settled on the river banks but at upper reaches
of mountains because of steep gradient are facing heavy landslides and soil erosion. Drying up
the river basin due to tunneling and impoundment imposed has disastrous environmental
consequences and ill effect on bio-diversity, water springs, ground water, aquatic life and aqua
fare. Some of the mountain slopes are sliding due to heavy blasting during the construction of
tunnel and roads. Recently two of the villages- Nathapa and Kandar has completely slide and
being resettled somewhere else because of tunneling beneath the villages for Nathpa Jhakhari
Hydro Electric project. Water springs dried up at many places due to the same reason. Huge
deforestation and degradation of grass land has taken place already. Endangered species of
Chilgoja, Devdar trees and many other high altitude flora and fauna are being destroyed which
are local livelihoods base for farming and grassier community. Forest, Agriculture and apple
orchards are under threat because of temperature rise, landslides, loss of ground water, soil
erosion, muck disposal and dust.

Displacement, Land Grab and Loss of Livelihoods: Agriculture and forest land and common
property resources are being snatched from Local people for various uses of commercial,
infrastructural and other development projects by violating laws. Farmers are facing
displacement and no proper Rehabilitation and resettlement has been carried out anywhere so
far. Local communities are losing livelihoods base, whereas these projects failed to provide
employment to local people. State government policy to employ 70% Himachali’s in projects has
not been followed. There is not a single example of any such mega project which have
rehabilitated and resettled affected communities properly in Himachal. Bhakhra and Pong Dam
displaced of sixties and seventies are still waiting for justice and are struggling in courts and
streets.

So it is needed that development projects should not displace any one and pending
displacement issues be settled soon. Commons shall not be handed over to developers without
community consent and proper compensation shall be paid to the users of these resources.

Land acquisition: Land Acquisition Act is being misused to grab land and forcefully acquisition
is taking by using urgency clause in all projects. Acquisition is taking place before seeking all
clearance for the projects. Many court orders have been passed recently in this regard but no
cognisance is being taken. So no acquisition should be taken place under the urgency
provision of LAA and no proceedings of acquiring land shall be started before environment
and other required clearances for the project. LAA and R&R bills are pending in parliament to
be passed hence no acquisition shall take place before new enactment and all acquisition
proceedings in Luhari HEP, Renuka Dam and any other site be stalled till date.

Impact on human health: People are facing new diseases such as tuberculoses, heart disease,
respiratory disorders and silicosis due to dust. New disease which has not been still identified
by the biting of mosquito generally called sand mosquito after the construction work of Rampur
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HEP. Local treatment for this is not available and patients have to be treated at Shimla and
Chandigarh. More than 2000 people have fallen ill due to this disease within two three years.
We demand immediate enquiry and health survey be carried out at Rampur to check this new
disease. State government is hiding this fact by serving an affidavit in NHRC proclaiming that
there is no patient of silicosis in Himachal. It is a false affidavit and government shall honestly
identify silicosis infected patients throughout state particularly near Mega constructions, mining
and cements plants. High voltage transmission lines are also causing ill affect on the health of
human, animals and plants.

Forest Rights Act has not been implemented in the state so far. So no forest land can be diverted
to any project proponent before the recognition of forest rights of traditional forest
dwellers/right holders under FRA. All rights have to be settled before project implementation,
as directed by MoEF vide its circular dated 30-7-2009. Himachal government shall complete the
process of recognition of forest rights under the FRA first. All forest clearances given to projects
after January 2008 shall be canceled.

Violation of Law and environmental norms: The regulation and provisions of PESA have been
completely violated in setting up of these HEP projects in Kinnaur which comes under is a
Schedule V area (Tribal). Developers are violating tribal, environmental, forest, HP Lease rules,
mining rules and revenue Laws grossly in connivance of government agencies. Agriculture and
forest land has been transferred to developers in tribal areas violating the provision of HP Lease
rules, tribal laws, forest right act and HP revenue laws. Developers are constructing tunnels
illegally, dumping excavated material and debris anywhere at un-designated dumping site inside
the high flood zone of rivers which may cause future danger to downstream in future. Extracting
river bed material by violating above mentioned laws is taking place everywhere in Himachal
Pradesh.

Micro Hydro Projects: On the name of small/micro HEPs developers are getting subsidies more
than 40% of total construction cost. Earlier below 5 MW generating projects were categorised as
Micro Hydro projects. But in new policy the projects generating below 25 MW are considered
under this category. This is another scandal of hushing up subsidy and escaping from
environment clearance. Micro hydro projects are snatching the water of small streams on which
local farmers water dependence is very high due to this reason people are opposing these at
many places in HP. Dharna by local farmers which still continue since last 60 days against Hul-1
micro HEP in Chamba and strong opposition against Haripur Nalla at Kullu has witnessed
recently.

Micro hydro project be re-categorised and the projects below 500 KW generations shall be
declared in this category. Hydro power policy needs to be amended and all hydro projects
generating more than 500 KW should be deleted from the list of Micro hydro projects. The
benefits under the provision of micro hydro project such as exemption from EIA, public hearing
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10.

11.

12.

and environment clearances form MoEF be cancelled to these projects. Subsidy on the name of
green energy shall be paid only to the projects having generation capacity below the 500 KW.

Luhari HEP: Lubhari Hydro Project 775MW funded by World Bank is in initial process of
clearances which is being constructed by Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam. This HEP with twin head
race tunnels each of 38.138 Kmts length beneath many villages in right bank of kullu and
Mandi districts will dry up water springs and cause permanent landslides in the up hills. 40
Kmts Satluj basin from Nirth to Marola will be dry. The dam of 86 mtrs Height with 6.8 Kmts
long impoundment will adversely affect the main apple growing area between Jalori to
Narkanda. Temperature of valley may rise up to 3 degree centigrade, dust, and muck disposal
will cause many problems affecting flora and fauna. Displacement and loss of forest and grass
land will affect human population adversely. People of area are strongly opposing this project
due to above mentioned reasons and did not allow SJVN to conduct public hearing on 7" May
2011 at Parlog. People are against this and will not allow SJVN to start this project in present
design. So this HEP shall be cancelled immediately.

Himachal government has decided to prepare environment master plan for Satluj River before
31 july 2011. This master plan shall be prepared with proper public consultation. State
Government started another drama for environment protection and is getting support (Carbon
credit) from World Bank and IFls (ADB) which are main investors in these HE projects. We reject
this false solution of carbon credit and oppose IFls investment in power sector.

There is need for alternate Hydro power generation technologies and hydro power policy frame
work which shall ensure first right of host community over river water, no displacement, no
damage to forest, ecology and mountain strata. 26% Equity in HEP generation shall be given to
the host community/ affected population on the line of the provisions proposed in MMDR draft
bill by Mining ministry.

Indian Parliament shall enact a law like American Law ‘Wild & Scenic River Act’ (It is hereby
declared to be the policy of the United States that certain selected rivers of the Nation which,
with their immediate environments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational,
geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values, shall be preserved in free-
flowing condition, and that they and their immediate environments shall be protected for the
benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Congress declares that the
established national policy of dams and other construction at appropriate sections of the rivers
of the United States needs to be complemented by a policy that would preserve other selected
rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing condition to protect the water quality of such rivers
and to fulfill other vital national conservation purposes. (Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, October 2,
1968) so that sensitive rivers can be protected for future. Particularly in highly sensitive and
fragile ecological region of Greater and trance Himalaya river flow shall be managed on the line.
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13. Himalaya is a new mountain formation and is very fragile in its nature. Himachal Pradesh lies in
seismological zone 4 and five. So the state should be declared as eco sensitive zone.

Corporate, government officials and political leaders, contractors have formed a nexus to loot
Himalayan natural resources and are engaged to sell the commons particularly agriculture land,
forest land, rivers and minerals and are solely responsible for this crisis of environment degradation
in the state. Himachal Pradesh is producing more than 6370 MW hydro electric power and will
generate 5744 MW more within two years form projects under construction. States has identified
the potential of power production more than 20463 MW in all five river basin, whereas our local
consumption is not more than 1500MW for next five years. It is a power business which is taking
place here. Local communities are losing their livelihoods, living environment, land and commons.
So local communities are opposing projects everywhere right from Kinaur to Chamba to Renuka.
Some of the projects have been stalled under the pressure of people’s movements. So on this day of
environment we are opposing this model of development and power projects.

ON this People’s Environment day we declare:

1. No new HEP in all five river basin and moratorium shall be
declared on installation of HEP in Himachal Pradesh now.

2. Present mega design of Luhari HEP project is not
acceptable. Hence this project shall be cancelled.
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Annexure -2

Hydro Power status in HP

in MW

Projects under Operation (i/c Himurja Projects) 6370.12
Projects which are under execution/allotted and planned for 11 th £744.10
Plan Period '
Projects which have been allotted/under process of allotment and 5615.50
expected to yield benefit during the 12th Plan period ’
Projects which would have to be re advertised 1481.00
Projects which have been abandoned due to environmental 435.00
considerations ’
Projects under investigation for preparation of DPR 46.50
Himurja Projects proposed/under execution){750-26.60} [Under
Operation - 26.60 MW] 723.40
TOTAL POTENTIAL 20415.00
HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECTS UNDER OPERATION
S.N. | Name of Project Name of Basin Installed
capacity(MW)

A. STATE SECTOR:

1 Andhra Yamuna 16.95

2 Giri Yamuna 60.00

3. Gumma Yamuna 3.00

4, Rukti Satly; 1.50
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5. Chaba Satly; 1.75
6. Rongtong Satluyj 2.00
7. Nogli Satluyj 2.50
8. Bhaba Satlyj 120.00
9. Ganvi Satluyj 22.50
10. Binwa Beas 6.00
11. Gaj Beas 10.50
12. Baner Beas 12.00
13. Uhl-1I (Bassi) Beas 60.00
14. Larji Beas 126.00
15. Khauli * Beas 12.00
16. Sal-ll Ravi 2.00
17. Holi Ravi 3.00
18 Bhuri Singh Ravi
P/House 0.45
19 Killar Ravi 0.30
20 Thirot Ravi 4.50
Total 466.95
B. |CENTRAL/JOINT
SECTOR:
1. Yamuna Project Yamuna
(HPShare) 131.57
2. Bhakra Satlyj 1325.00
3. Nathpa Jhakri Satluyj 1500.00
4. Baira Siul Ravi 198.00
5. Chamera-I Ravi 540.00
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6. Chamera-ll Ravi 300.00
7. Uhl-1 (Shanan) Beas 110.00
8. Pong Dam Beas 396.00
9. B.S.L. Beas 990.00
Total 5490.57

C. PRIVATE

SECTOR:
1. Malana Beas 86.00
2. Baspa-ll Satluyj 300.00
Total 386.00
Total A+B+C 6343.52

D HIMURJA

PROJECTS

1 Dehar Beas 5.00
2 Mauijhi Beas 4.50
3. Raskat Beas 0.80
4. Baragran Beas 3.00
5. Aleo Beas 3.00
6. Marthi Beas 5.00
7. Titang Satluyj 0.90
8. Lingti Satlyj 0.40
9. Ching Yamuna 1.00
10 Manal Yamuna 3.00
Total 26.60
Total A+B+C+D 6370.12
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TODAY'S PAPER » NATIONAL » NEW DELHI
SHIMLA, June 7, 2011
Moratorium on hydroelectric projects demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A number of NGOs representing social and environmental interests of the locals strongly protested
against “developmental initiatives” of the State Government on the occasion of World Environment
Day.

Himalayan Niti Abhiyan, a voluntary organisation spearheading the campaign in Himachal Pradesh,
organised a rally on Monday to create public awareness on environmental issues and demanded a
complete moratorium on hydro-electric projects and cement industry in the State. No more projects
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should be sanctioned on the Sutlej and the mega design of the latest 775-MW Luhri project on the
river should be changed, said the activists. The local communities should be allotted equity in all the
projects under construction, they said.

The environmentalists alleged that Jai Prakash Associates have encroached upon more than 400
bighas of land in Karcham Wangtoo project thus violating the Himachal Pradesh Lease Rules, Tribal
Laws, Forest Rights Act and Himachal Revenue Law. The developers are constructing tunnels
illegally, dumping excavated material and debris at more than 30 non-designated sights inside the
high flood zone of the Sutlej and Baspa and extracting riverbed material by violating laws, they
charged.

Himachal is producing more than 6000 MW hydro-electric power and is expected to achieve 12,000
MW of power within two years. The State's power production target is more than 21,000 MW while
the need is just 1,500 MW, said the activists.
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