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Foreword

Disruptions and displacement caused by disasters or emergencies affect
communities” capacities to cope with essential needs of life. This is especially
true for the most vulnerable, chiidren and women, Water is a8 basic human
survival element, and its availability in the immediate aftermath of any disaster
becomes all the more critical. Ensuring the availability of protected drinking
water, safe sanitary facilities, along with appropriate hygiene interventions is
essential to protect the survivors from the impact of disaster. Access to safe and
hygienic water and sanitation facilities is a basic human right, in both stable and
emergency canditions.

I am happy to introduce this guidebook on "Water and Sanftation Interventions
in Emergency Refler”. 1 am sure simple steps, including the technical aspects
narrated in the guidebcok, with appropriate pictorial examples on water and
sanitation interventions would be wvery useful for volunteers, humanitarian
organizations, Government Departments and civil societies, involved In
responding to emergencies.

Mew Delhi
2™ September 2008 Chief — WES Section
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Foreword

One dhotter aofler ancther hilh the globe - with increcsing coloshophic
comsequences. In severol Instonces mofe peopld succumb o waterbormne
disemses lollowing o disoaster than durdng lhe dsosler Bsel. Therelore Hhe
avalability of sofe drinking waoler and appropricle sonifafion mecsuies B one of
the moil criical lfockors which delerminge how a community unvives the
immediote cflemath of o dBasher.

Expedences from around e woild ako show fhat communiies amed with

will ba batter able to piece logether thelr Eves in the woke of
disatler. This Guide lo Woler ond SanBiolion Inferventions in Emergency Relol
shows the woy how fthis con be done. | om swe § will be welcomed by all
Involved In responding o emergenc les.

Landan Tom Palakudiyil
30 Augus] 2008 Heod of Asia Region

; Q WaterAld's mission 1S ta overcome poverty by enabling the world's poorest
e people 10 gain access to safe water, sanitation and Fygiene education.
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